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Findlay about it, and he very obligingly furnished me with the various 
accounts of the Egyptian Expedition on the Nile, and showed me how nearly 
my lake came to their position, in 4° 44' North latitude. Next he detected 
the word " Bari " written on the map I had sent home, and this in an instant 
awakened me to the whole truth of the various stories which I had heard. 

There were the navigators, there the hilly ground and rapid river, there the 
Bari people. 



The fifth Paper read was — 

5. Notes on South Africa. By Mr. James Chapman. 

Otjimbinque, 30th Jan. 1860. 

My dear Sir George,— Fearing that some vessel may be leaving 
Walwich Bay before I can reach it, I send this to inform you of the 
failure of my trip to the south bank of the Zambezi, and my return 
from Lake Ngami to the Cape, until such time as I shall be able to 
refit for another expedition. 

I think, if my memory serves me, when last I addressed your 
Excellency our troubles had already commenced. Bad and dis- 
affected servants, a thing almost wholly new to me, made me all 
along doubt the success of my expedition, and give it up on arrival 
at the Lake ; and one of my principal men dying of fever, and 
several others having been laid up with the same malady, would, in 
any case, have prevented my going any farther than the Lake this 
year, which, as your Excellency is aware, was to have been but 
our starting-point. Mr. G. Poison, who accompanied me, left for 
Moselekatze, with the only useful and able white man we had, and 
I have great expectations of receiving information from him that 
will be useful to me in my next attempt. 

Of this short route, now so much travelled, there is nothing new 
or interesting to relate more than what has before been mentioned. 
We have had an uncommonly dry season, and on our way up lost 
about twenty of our cattle, chiefly from want of water ; a few were 
stolen by poor Damaras, three of whom were shot in a most barba- 
rous manner, to our great annoyance, by a party of Namaquas 
whom we had sent in search of our cattle and horses, which had 
been abandoned by our thirsty servants in the middle of the 
desert. 

The want of water has not been confined to one district, but in 
the whole country up to the Lake the fountains have failed ; and if 
the desiccation continues a few years longer at the rate it has done 
during the last four years, I fear we shall only be liable to reach 
Ngami during the rainy season. In going up we had to dig at 
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Koolio, Glianei, and Gunigga ; and other large springs where, a 
few years ago, hundreds of elephants, rhinoceri, giraffes, and large 
herds of smaller game drank during the whole dry season, have 
now dried up so much that scarcely a kettle of water can be got for 
Kaffirs. At Piet-fontein, formerly a large running-stream, we had 
to dig for water for our cattle on our return, even after the first 
rains had fallen. Tunohis, in Damaraland, which was a fine run- 
ning-stream when I first knew it, has been drying up so fast that 
now we have to wait in wells twenty feet deep until the water 
percolates to fill our vatjies — watering the cattle at these is out of 
the question. 

With regard to sporting we have been singularly unsuccessful, 
but in this we were not disappointed, for we did not expect to see 
gam© until we had passed the Lake. I would have accompanied 
my friend Poison for a few weeks' elephant-shooting down to 
Botlethe Eiver, but, attacked with a virulent whitlow on a finger, 
I have been unable to use a gun for more than four* months. We 
have all had a turn at sickness — in fact, we have been a moving 
hospital the greater part of the way. 

The Namaqua Hottentots of Lambert living at Twas have been 
successful in reaching a family of diminutive elephants, which I 
have before mentioned by the name of Makolonkoans, in the 
Kalihari Desert, where they subsist on tubers, and never need 
water. They were, however, obliged to abandon the tusks (of forty 
elephants) for a time, and ride hard to get back to the water, from 
which they were absent four days. Other Hottentots from Amiral 
Lamberts have made, a successful hunt northwards, where they 
struck Messrs. Green and Anderson's spoor. From them we learnt 
that Mr. Anderson had reached a tribe called Ova Kaangarra, or 
Ovalinque, on a fine river (the Okavanga), in about lat. 17° s., and 
long. 18° e., but was detained there by fever. These reports were 
verified a few days ago by the arrival of Messrs. Anderson and 
Green, who bring glorious news for those who wish to distin- 
guish themselves. They report elephants to be just as numerous 
as Gordon Cumming found them in the Bamangwato country, 
so that T may yet be in time to make up my number here, if un- 
successful on the eastern side of the continent. Mr. Frederick 
Green, who went to assist Anderson out, and who is an admirable 
shot and indefatigable hunter, has, during an absence of a couple 
of months, shot sixteen very fine elephants, and as many as four 
large bulls in one night. Small game Mr. Green reports very 
scarce in those parts. 

Of all our little disappointments I regret none more deeply, and 

vol. v. c 
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I am sure your Excellency will sympathise with me when I say 
that I come back without one good photograph. I feel it the more, 
knowing that no exertion has been spared to render my efforts suc- 
cessful. Many whole days, again and again, have I devoted 
without any favourable results. 

The principal cause of failure in this I attribute to atmospheric 
influence on the chemicals, or bad water used in washing and 
developing ; of this, of course, I am not certain until I have con- 
sulted some one who understands fully the nature of the chemicals, 
and the theoretical part of the business. I am consoled, however, 
in this, by having a companion in misfortune. Dr. Holden, a 
scientific gentleman whom I met, informs me that he has not had 
one success. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, whom we met at the Lake, arrived here 
a few days ago, and Dr. Holden a few days later. 

We heard very little about Dr. Livingstone while at the Lake, 
as the Makalolo and Batavana have again stopped intercourse. At 
my repeated solicitation, the chief sent a party to the Mahabee 
flats to seek some information, and all they brought was, that Dr. 
Livingstone had induced Sekeletu to remove his town, or part of it, 
farther eastward on the plains, I should say somewhere on the 
north bank of the falls. Lechulatile was expecting an attack from 
the Makalolo about January or February, and was preparing to re- 
ceive them. We heard that a party of missionaries had penetrated 
Moselekatze's country, and another party (Eev. Mr. Helmore's) 
were waiting in the neighbourhood of the Botlethe for rains to 
cross the Madenisana Desert to Sekeletu's. The Lake has been 
very full for the last couple of years, and the Botlethe Biver has 
filled up the great salt lake (which I discovered in 1854) with 
fresh water from Ngami. It is very likely that the Natwutwa, if 
still inundated, may offer an impediment by that the nearest route 

to the missionaries. 

(Signed) James Chapman, Jun. 

His Excellency Sir George Grey, K.G.B., &c, Governor 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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Distances by Trochiameteb. 



From 



Walwich Bay 

Oesip 

Tingas 

The Pass 

Plat Klip 

Witwater 

Tsonbis . ... 

Otjimbinque 

Otjemonjeba. 

Otjekango 

Barmen 

Otjethebba 

Gons da Gnaus 

Eikanis 

Jan Jonker's . . 

The Turnaway (from Quaiep) 

Nosop 

Last place 

Wit Vley .. .. 

Kabi Kobis .... 
Elephants' Fountain (by south-) 

era road) . . ..... . . J 

Elephants' Fountain (by north-) 

ern road) j 

Twas 

Damara village 

Sand Fountain 

Elephants' Kloof .. .. 

Riet Fountain 

Gnathais 

Fort Funk 

Ghanzi 

Thounce 

Koobe 

West end of lake 



To 



Oesip .. .... .. .. .. 

Tingas.. .. .. .. .. •.. 

The Pass .. .. .. .. .. 

Plat Klip .. 

Witwater .. .. .. .. .. 

Tsonbis •..-■.. 

Otjimbinque .. .. .. .. 

Otjemonjeba .. ■-.. 
Otjekango .. .. .. --.. 

Barmen .. .. .. .. 

Otjethebba 

Gons da Gnaus 

Eikanis 

Jan Jonker's (Quaiep) 

The Turnaway 

Nosop 

Jonker's brother-in-law's place 

Wit Vley 

Kabi Kobis .. .. '.. 
Elephants' Fountain 

Twas 



Twas 

fPass (in the range at the Damara) 

i village) / 

Sand Fountain 

Elephants' Kloof 

Eiet Fountain 

Gnathais 

Fort Funk 

Ghanzi ' 

Thounce 

Koobe 

Lake 

Chiefs town at east end . . 



Distances. 



Miles. 
3G 
31 
10 
13 
12 
11 
21 
33 

9 

5 
15 
16 
12 
20 
13 

9 
36 
24 

5 
25 



Fur. Yds. 
166 



155 
157 
120 
58 
58 
41 
211 
90 
149 
150 
7 107 
120 



35 



16 
9 
57 
30 
9 
26 
25 
23 
45 
38 



103 



144 

85 

9 

94 

40 





48 2 132 



32 

144 

117 

161 

57 

73 

135 

99 

54 

90 
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Distances by Troohiameteb — continued. 



Place. 


Latitude.* 


Longitude.* 




o i n 
22 53 26 
22 43 57 
22 20 
22 5 37 
22 33 
22 30 20 
22 24 50 
22 26 15 
22 35 30 
21 53 
21 52 45 
21 49 38 
21 27 53 
20 21 34 


o 1 n 


WitVley 

Lechulatebe's Town ... 


16 5 30 

16 42 56 

17 6 15 

18 26 

19 20 25 
21 30 

23 39 58 



* The nature of the observations by which these results have been obtained is 
not explained. 

Heights by Boiling Water. 



Feet. 
Lechulatebe's Town .. .. 2260 

Ghanzi .. .. 3352 

Fort Funk 3310 

Eiet Fountain 3450 

Elephants' Kloof 3752 



Feet. 

Twas 3950 

Quaiep 4463 

Awas 4643 

Eikanis 3860 

Barmen 3575 



Consul Petherkk's Expedition up the White. Nile. 

Mr. Consul John Petherick, at the request of the President, pointed 
out the difficulties and dangers which Capt. Speke would encounter 
in his progress from the hostility of the tribes north of the Equator. 
He would be unable to obtain porters — the only means of transit at 
his disposal — to proceed from one tribe to another, and without 
porters it was impossible he could proceed. His guard would have 
sufficient work to carry their own ammunition and fire-arms ; and 
as no beasts of burden existed in these countries, he must have 
negroes to carry his provisions and beads. Should he succeed in 
reaching Gondokoro, his stock of beads would be exhausted ; and 
from the pastoral character of the natives and their disinclination 
for work of any kind, particularly agricultural, he would have great 
difficulty in obtaining grain for the support of himself and people. 
Moreover, if he does not time his arrival at Gondokoro between 
December and February, when Arab merchants from Khartum 
arrive at that place in boats, he will not obtain the means of trans- 
port down the Nile. It was necessary, in order to ensure the sue- 



